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SMT. NIRMALA DEVI

Smt. Nirmala Devi, President of Bhusura Mahila Vikas Samiti, Muzaffarpur, has
made an extraordinary contribution to the preservation and global promotion of Sujni
craft. Her tireless dedication to this traditional art has helped it gain international
recognition.

2. Born on 15" August, 1947, Smt. Nirmala Devi was unable to complete her
matriculation, due to financial issues. Since then, she has been working to enhance
Sujani craft and establish embroidery's identity worldwide. She has been widely
recognized for her immense contributions to the promotion and preservation of Sujani
embroidery. Through her efforts, she has empowered countless women by training
them in Sujni embroidery, significantly improving their livelihoods and giving them
economic independence. Under her leadership, Bhusura Mahila Vikas Samiti has
become a ray of hope for the women of the region, enabling them to showcase their
craftsmanship on a global platform. Smt. Nirmala Devi's work in uplifting women and
preserving this intricate craft is a testimony to her vision and commitment towards
social empowerment.

& One of the most significant achievements of Smt. Nirmala Devi was securing the
Geographical Indication (GI) tag for Sujni embroidery in 2007, a milestone that helped
establish its unique cultural identity and protect the rights of artisans engaged in this
centuries-old craft. Her intricate and artistic embroidery work has been displayed in
museums in Bihar, Mumbai and even in London, showcasing the rich heritage of Sujni
embroidery to the world. Through her unwavering dedication, she has successfully
positioned Sujni embroidery on the global stage, preserving its legacy for future
generations.

4. In acknowledgment of her efforts, Smt. Nirmala Devi has received numerous
prestigious awards for her outstanding work in the field of embroidery and women's
empowerment such as National Award in Delhi Raj Bhawan in 2003 and State Award
in 2007.
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